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positive side was to set in motion at home, underground and
through the back door, all these " big future " ideas of the
corporative system, the gentle Standische Wirtschaftsordnung,
by which no man was created equal and government was
of the clique, by the clique, and for the clique.
Let a busy left hand get rid of the Dawes obligations
under the pretext of revision into the Young Plan ; emaciate
the-Young Plan before it got started. Let a busy right hand
back Hitler.
Fritz Thyssen et al. stand committed on the record.
Thyssen's own memoirs, written years afterward, should
be enough. " I financed the National Socialist Party for a
single, definite reason," he wrote. " I financed it because
I believed that the Young Plan spelled catastrophe for
Germany." The "catastrophe" it spelled was to hold
Germany responsible in the community of nations. It
spelled a limit on Germany's freedom to descend on the
world again with all the brute force of pagan conquest. It
made her take at least a part of her share for the post-war
debacle she herself had created as a result of her own
special brand of national greed.
Twelve years later, in 1940, Germany was demanding
and getting from France alone more in damages each year
than Germany paid France in reparations throughout seven
years.
The long view was Germany's 1928 secret : to win
World War I, after all, by fighting again with a new man,
a new appeal, and a new generation.
This principle has been fundamental in Germany ever
since her first defeat. Every move the Germans have made,
every step they have taken in the broader area of policy in
the intervening years, has always contained this basic
conception of Germany's destiny. How to live through the
storm, weakening others, until she could rise again to take
up the fight where she left off. " One day the world will
discover that the German people can suffer more, with
better results, than any race in the history of man," Thyssen
had told me in the Paris sunshine. I could not understand
it then as I do now. But Thyssen understood it, and so did
the Germans. An intelligent matter to him ; second nature
to them ; unthinkable to the free people of the earth.